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AP-NORC poll: Most favor pairing debt limit rise with deficit cuts 


Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., criticizes President Joe Biden’s policies and efforts on the debt limit negotiations as 
he holds a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 17, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By D. SUPERVILLE/F.HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 
About two-thirds of U.S. 
adults say they are highly 
concerned about how the 
national economy would 
be affected if the U.S. debt 
limit is not increased and 
the government defaults 
on its debts, according to 
a new poll, even as few 
say they have a solid un- 
derstanding of the ongo- 
ing debt limit negotiations. 
The poll shows about 6 in 
10 say they want any in- 
crease in the debt limit to 
be coupled with agreed- 
upon terms for reducing 
the federal budget deficit. 
At the same time, Ameri- 
cans are more likely to dis- 
approve than approve of 
how President Joe Biden 
and congressional nego- 
tiators on both sides of the 
aisle are handling negotia- 
tions. Slightly more approve 
of Biden’s handling of the 
situation than of congres- 
sional Republicans. 
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AP-NORC poll: Most favor pairing debt limit rise with deficit cuts 


Continued from Front 


The poll from The Associ- 
ated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
was conducted before Re- 
publican negotiators on Fri- 
day said they would “ press 
pause “ on talks as the two 
sides struggle to come to 
an agreement to avert a 
damaging default on U.S. 
government debt. It shows 
27% say they approve of 
Biden and 26% say the 
same about congressio- 
nal Democrats, while 22% 
approve of congressional 
Republicans. Close to half 
disapprove of each. 
Robert Hutchins, 66, says 
he somewhat approves of 
how House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy 
and 
Republi- 
cans in Congress are han- 
dling negotiations. 
“At least he’s trying to do 
something,” the Republi- 
can from Milton, Delaware, 
said of McCarthy’s leader- 
ship over his conference. 
“The Democrats want to 
spend more money and 
they don’t want any limit 
to it.” 
Hutchins said he doesn’t 
have 
“any 
confidence 
whatsoever” in Biden and 
doesn’t believe in abol- 
ishing the debt ceiling, 
as it serves as a constant 
reminder of the nation’s 
debt load, which currently 
stands at $31.4 trillion. 
Otherwise, “you just think 
you have an unlimited 


credit card and you can 
spend whatever you want,” 
he said. 
Ron 
Ellis, 
61, 
of 
Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, said he 
hasn’t been paying a lot of 
attention to the latest debt 
limit debate because he’s 
thinks it will be resolved in 
time to save the economy 
from harm, as the White 
House and Congress have 
done in the past. But he ex- 
pressed concern about the 
level of U.S. borrowing, call- 
ing it “astronomical” and 
“out of hand.” 
“I’ve learned from the past 
that they always at the last 
minute come up with a 
plan,” said Ellis, a registered 
Democrat who is retired af- 
ter owning a trucking com- 
pany. “Basically, it’s just 
a show on their part and, 
you know, one side blames 
the other and generally 
they end up with a deci- 


sion. Hopefully they’ll do it 
again.” 
Overall, about 2 in 10 U.S. 
adults say they are follow- 
ing negotiations over rais- 
ing the debt limit extremely 
or very closely, and about 
4 in 10 are following some- 
what 
closely. 
Similarly, 
about 2 in 10 say they un- 
derstand the situation very 
well and about 4 in 10 say 
they understand it some- 
what well. 
Still, a clear majority — 63% 
— say they think the nego- 
tiations should be coupled 
with terms to reduce the 
budget deficit. Nineteen 
percent say the debt limit 
should be raised without 
conditions and 16% say 
it should not be raised at 
all. Overall, the adults who 
say they understand the 
debate best are espe- 
cially likely to say the debt 
limit should be increased 


without 
conditions, 
with 
37% saying so among that 
group. 
A default would likely spell 
catastrophe for the U.S. 
economy, 
with 
spillover 
throughout the globe, and 
would prompt a probable 
recession. 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen warned this week 
that a national default 
would destroy jobs and 
businesses, and leave mil- 
lions of families who rely on 
federal government pay- 
ments to “likely go unpaid,” 
including Social Security 
beneficiaries, veterans and 
military families. 
An AP-NORC poll con- 
ducted earlier this year 
also shows little consensus 
on cuts that would make 
a dent in the deficit: While 
most Americans said the 
government 
spends 
too 
much overall, majorities fa- 
vored increased spending 
on popular and expensive 
programs including Medi- 
care and Social Security. 
Similar percentages of Re- 
publicans and Democrats 
say they are following and 
understanding 
negotia- 
tions, and concern about 
the economy if the U.S. de- 
faults is widely bipartisan. 
But about a third of Demo- 
crats say the national debt 
limit should be increased 
without conditions, while 
just 6% of Republicans say 
the same. 
Twenty-three percent of 


Republicans but just 7% of 
Democrats say the debt 
limit should not be in- 
creased under any circum- 
stances. 
Aaron Loessberg-Zahl, a 
33-year-old Democrat from 
San Jose, California, said 
the debt ceiling should be 
raised without conditions, 
and called the statutory 
limit on borrowing “arbi- 
trary.” 
“Congress 
already 
con- 
trols the purse strings. They 
approve the annual bud- 
gets for our government,” 
Loessberg-Zahl said. “I think 
that’s plenty of control over 
the spending.” 
He called the debate over 
whether and how to raise 
the debt ceiling “not pro- 
ductive” and said he ap- 
proves of the president’s 
handling of negotiations. 
“My belief is that those 
people probably don’t un- 
derstand the full ramifica- 
tions of what would hap- 
pen if the country were to 
default,” 
Loessberg-Zahl 
said. 
Connor Knippers, a 19-year- 
old independent studying 
industrial 
technology 
at 
the University of Texas at 
Tyler, said the government 
should quit spending mon- 
ey it doesn’t have. He’s OK 
with increasing the debt 
limit, but said the people in 
charge need to come up 
with a long-term solution to 
help the country get out of 
debt.q 


The rising sun illuminates the U.S. Capitol, Dec. 19, 2022 in 
Washington. 


Associated Press 


Trump election investigation would likely come in August 


By KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — The At- 
lanta prosecutor investigat- 


ing whether then-President 
Donald Trump and others 
broke the law while trying 
to overturn his 2020 elec- 


tion loss in Georgia seems 
to be suggesting that any 
grand jury indictments in 
the case would likely come 
in August. 
Fulton County District At- 
torney Fani Willis sent a let- 
ter Thursday sent a letter 
to county Superior Court 
Chief Judge Ural Glanville 
indicating that she plans 
to have much of her staff 
work remotely for most 
days during the first three 
weeks of August and ask- 
ing that judges not sched- 
ule 
trials 
and 
in-person 
hearings during part of that 
time. Copied in on the let- 
ter are 20 other county of- 
ficials, including Sheriff Pat 
Labat, the court clerk and 


top leaders. "Thank you for 
your consideration and as- 
sistance in keeping the Ful- 
ton County Judicial Com- 
plex safe during this time," 
Willis wrote in the letter, first 
reported by The New York 
Times. 
Willis last month wrote lo- 
cal law enforcement lead- 
ers advising them that she 
intended 
to 
announce 
charging decisions in the 
case between July 11 and 
Sept. 1. Thursday's letter 
seems to narrow that win- 
dow. In the earlier letters she 
advised law enforcement 
to prepare for "heightened 
security," noting that the 
announcement of charges 
"may provoke a significant 


public reaction."For more 
than two years, Willis and 
her team have been scru- 
tinizing actions Trump and 
others took as they tried to 
overturn his narrow loss in 
Georgia to Democrat Joe 
Biden.She wrote in the letter 
to Glanville that she plans 
to reduce the staffing in 
her office by about 70% on 
most Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays — 
the days when grand juries 
meet in Fulton County — 
between July 31 and Aug. 
18. But she said her "leader- 
ship team, all armed inves- 
tigators" and some other 
staff would continue to be 
on site during the remote 
work days.q 


Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis poses for a portrait, 
Wednesday, April 19, 2023, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 
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By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — FBI 
officials 
repeatedly 
vio- 
lated their own standards 
when they searched a vast 
repository of foreign intelli- 
gence for information relat- 
ed to the Jan. 6, 2021, insur- 
rection at the U.S. Capitol 
and racial justice protests in 
2020, according to a heav- 
ily blacked-out court order 
released Friday. 
FBI officials said the thou- 
sands of violations, which 
also 
include 
improper 
searches of donors to a 
congressional 
campaign, 
predated a series of cor- 
rective measures that start- 
ed in the summer of 2021 
and continued last year. 
But the problems could 
nonetheless complicate FBI 
and Justice Department 
efforts to receive congres- 
sional 
reauthorization 
of 
a warrantless surveillance 
program that law enforce- 
ment officials say is needed 
to counter terrorism, es- 
pionage and international 
cybercrime. The violations 
were detailed in a secret 
court 
order 
issued 
last 
year by the Foreign Intel- 
ligence Surveillance Court, 
which has legal oversight 
of the U.S. government’s 
spy powers. The Office of 
the Director of the National 
Intelligence released a re- 


dacted version on Friday in 
what officials said was the 
interest of transparency. 
Members of Congress re- 
ceived the order when it 
was issued last year. 
“Today’s disclosures under- 
score the need for Congress 
to rein in the FBI’s egregious 
abuses of this law, includ- 
ing warrantless searches 
using the names of people 
who donated to a con- 
gressional 
candidate,” 
said Patrick Toomey, dep- 
uty director of the ACLU’s 
National Security Project. 


“These unlawful searches 
undermine our core consti- 
tutional rights and threaten 
the bedrock of our democ- 
racy. It’s clear the FBI can’t 
be left to police itself.” 
At issue are improper que- 
ries of foreign intelligence 
information collected un- 
der Section 702 of the For- 
eign Intelligence Surveil- 
lance Act, which enables 
the government to gather 
the 
communications 
of 
targeted 
foreigners 
out- 
side the U.S. That program 
expires at the end of the 


year unless it is renewed. 
The program creates a da- 
tabase of intelligence that 
U.S. agencies can search. 
FBI searches must have a 
foreign 
intelligence 
pur- 
pose or be aimed at finding 
evidence of a crime. But 
congressional critics of the 
program have long raised 
alarm about what they say 
are 
unjustified 
searches 
of the database for infor- 
mation about Americans, 
along with more general 
concerns about perceived 
abuses of surveillance. 


Concerns about the pro- 
gram have aligned staunch 
liberal defenders of civil 
liberties with supporters of 
former President Donald 
Trump who have seized on 
FBI surveillance errors dur- 
ing an investigation into his 
2016 campaign. The issue 
has flared as the Republi- 
can-led House has been 
targeting the FBI, creating 
a committee to investigate 
the 
“weaponization” 
of 
government. 
In repeated episodes dis- 
closed Friday, the FBI’s 
own standards were not 
followed. The April 2022 or- 
der, for instances, details 
how the FBI queried the 
Section 702 repository us- 
ing the name of someone 
who was believed to have 
been at the Capitol dur- 
ing the Jan. 6 riot. Officials 
obtained the information 
despite it not having any 
“analytical, investigative or 
evidentiary purpose,” the 
order said. 
The court order also says 
that an FBI analyst ran 13 
queries of people suspect- 
ed of being involved in the 
Capitol riot to determine if 
they had any foreign ties, 
but the Justice Department 
later determined that the 
searches were not likely to 
find foreign intelligence in- 
formation or evidence of a 
crime.q 


The FBI seal is pictured in Omaha, Neb., Aug. 10, 2022. 


Associated Press 


FBI broke rules on Jan. 6 riot, racial justice protests, court says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hyun- 
dai Motor America and Kia 
America said Friday they 
have reached a settle- 
ment to resolve a class-ac- 
tion lawsuit prompted by a 
surge in vehicle thefts. 
The settlement could be 
valued at $200 million and 
covers about 9 million 2011- 
2022 model year Hyundai 
and Kia vehicles in the U.S., 
the companies said. 
The cars are not equipped 
with push-button ignitions 
and immobilizing anti-theft 
devices. That has allowed 
thieves to easily steal them 
using just a screwdriver 
and a USB cord, creating 
a recent rash of auto thefts 
across the country. 
The settlement will provide 
cash compensation to cus- 


tomers who suffered theft- 
related losses or damage 
not covered by insurance 
as well as reimbursement 
for insurance deductibles, 
increased insurance pre- 
miums and other losses, Kia 
and Hyundai said. 
A software upgrade will 
also be provided to eligible 
owners. For customers with 
vehicles that cannot ac- 
commodate the software 
upgrade, the agreement 
will provide a reimburse- 
ment of up to $300 for anti- 
theft devices. 
Kia and Hyundai have also 
given impacted custom- 
ers tens of thousands of 
free steering wheel locks 
through local law enforce- 
ment and direct shipments, 
the companies said. 


The 
total 
settlement 
amount will depend on 
how many customers par- 
ticipate. 
“Hyundai and Kia failed 
to sell cars equipped with 
fundamental 
anti-theft 
features, and that was not 
a victimless act,” attorney 
Elizabeth A. Fegan of Fe- 
gan Scott, one of the law 
firms representing the plain- 
tiffs, said in a statement. 
“We are pleased with the 
settlement reached and its 
immediate ability to hinder 
thieves, as well as compen- 
sate victims of thefts that 
have already occurred.” 
The proposed settlement is 
expected to be reviewed 
in court for preliminary ap- 
proval in July. 
The wave of Hyundai and 


Kia thefts began in 2021 
and spread nationally, with 
a spike last summer, fu- 
eled by instructional videos 
posted on TikTok and other 
social media sites. Some 


police departments report 
continued thefts despite 
the automakers’ unveiling 
of anti-theft software nearly 
three months ago.q 


A line of 2022 Santa Fe SUV’s sit outside a Hyundai dealership 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021, in Littleton, Colo. 
Associated Press 


Kia, Hyundai settle class-action lawsuit after a rash of thefts 
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By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
health 
officials 
reported 
another death and several 
more cases of vision loss 
from illnesses linked to eye- 
drops tainted with a drug- 
resistant bacteria. 
The bacteria has infected 
81 people, including four 
who died and 14 who lost 
vision, the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Preven- 
tion said Friday. That’s up 
from three deaths and 
eight cases of vision loss re- 
ported in March. The CDC 


also said four people have 
undergone surgery to re- 
move an eyeball due to 
the infections. 
The outbreak is considered 
particularly worrisome be- 
cause the bacteria driving 
it Pseudomonas aerugino- 
sa is resistant to standard 
antibiotics. 
Investigators say most of 
the patients had used cer- 
tain brands of eyedrops, 
and products from EzriCare 
and Delsam Pharma were 
recalled in February. At 
least seven patients were 
diagnosed after the recall. 


After the recall, U.S. health 
inspectors visited the plant 
in India that made the 
eyedrops and uncovered 
problems with how the 
drops were made and test- 
ed, including inadequate 
sterility measures. 
Cases have been reported 
from 18 states California, 
Colorado, 
Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Illinois, 
North Carolina, New Jer- 
sey, New Mexico, Nevada, 
New York, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, South Dakota, Tex- 
as, Utah, Washington and 
Wisconsin.q 


This scanning electron microscope image made available 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows rod- 
shaped Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteria. 


Associated Press 


4th death, more vision loss cases linked to tainted eyedrops 


AMY BETH HANSON, HALE- 
LUYA HADERO and MAT- 
THEW BROWN 
Associated Press 
HELENA, Mont. (AP) — Five 
TikTok 
content 
creators 
have filed a lawsuit seeking 
to overturn Montana’s first- 
in-the-nation ban on the 
video sharing app, arguing 
the law is an unconstitution- 
al violation of free speech 
rights. 
The Montana residents also 
argued in the complaint, 
filed in federal court late 
Wednesday without pub- 
lic notice, that the state 
doesn’t have any author- 
ity over matters of national 
security. Republican Gov. 
Greg Gianforte signed the 
bill into law Wednesday 
and said it would protect 
Montana 
residents’ 
pri- 
vate data and personal 
information 
from 
being 
harvested by the Chinese 
government. The ban is 
scheduled to take effect 
on Jan. 1, 2024. “The law 
takes the broadest possible 
approach to its objectives, 
restricting 
and 
banning 
the protected speech of 
all TikTok users in Montana 
to prevent the speculative 
and unsubstantiated possi- 
bility that the Chinese gov- 
ernment might direct TikTok 
Inc., or its parent, to spy on 
some Montana users,” the 
complaint states. 
“We 
expected 
a 
legal 
challenge and are fully pre- 
pared to defend the law,” 
said Emily Flower, spokes- 
woman for the Montana 


Department of Justice. 
TikTok has argued the law 
infringes on people’s First 
Amendment rights. 
However, 
spokesperson 
Brooke 
Oberwetter 
de- 
clined to comment on the 
lawsuit Thursday. She also 
declined to say whether 
the company helped coor- 
dinate the complaint. 
The plaintiffs are Montana 
residents who use the vid- 
eo-sharing app for things 
like promoting a business, 
connecting 
with 
military 
veterans, sharing outdoor 
adventures or expressing 
their sense of humor. Two 
of them have more than 


200,000 followers. 
One content creator, Car- 
ly Ann Goddard, shares 
videos about living on a 
ranch, parenting, recipes 
and home decor. Her ac- 
count has 97,000 follow- 
ers and has allowed her 
to roughly triple her fam- 
ily’s 
household 
income, 
the complaint states. TikTok 
creators can make money 
in several ways, including 
by being paid to advertise 
products to their followers. 
The lawsuit filed just hours 
after Gianforte signed the 
measure into law states 
the ban would “immedi- 
ately and permanently de- 


prive Plaintiffs of their ability 
to express themselves and 
communicate with others.” 
“Montana can no more 
ban its residents from view- 
ing or posting to TikTok than 
it could ban the Wall Street 
Journal because of who 
owns it or the ideas it pub- 
lishes,” the plaintiffs’ attor- 
neys wrote. The case could 
serve as a testing ground 
for the TikTok-free America 
many national lawmakers 
have envisioned. Cyberse- 
curity experts say it could 
be difficult to enforce. 
Some lawmakers, the FBI 
and officials at other agen- 
cies are concerned the vid- 


eo-sharing app, owned by 
ByteDance, could be used 
to allow the Chinese gov- 
ernment to access informa- 
tion on U.S. citizens or push 
pro-Beijing 
misinformation 
that could influence the 
public. TikTok says none of 
this has ever happened. 
A former executive at Byte- 
Dance alleges the tech gi- 
ant has served as a “pro- 
paganda tool” for the Chi- 
nese government, a claim 
ByteDance says is baseless. 
China passed laws in 2014 
and 
2017 
that 
compel 
companies to cooperate 
with the country’s govern- 
ment for state intelligence 
work. TikTok says it has nev- 
er been asked to hand over 
its data and it wouldn’t do 
so if asked. 
“TikTok is spying on Ameri- 
cans. 
Period,” 
Montana 
Attorney 
General 
Austin 
Knudsen told a legisla- 
tive committee in March. 
“TikTok is a tool of the Chi- 
nese Communist Party. It is 
owned by a Chinese com- 
pany, and under China 
law, if you are based in 
China, you will cooperate 
with the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party. Period.” 
Montana’s law would pro- 
hibit downloads of TikTok 
in the state and would fine 
any “entity” — an app store 
or TikTok — $10,000 per day 
for each time someone “is 
offered the ability” to ac- 
cess the social media plat- 
form or download the app. 
The penalties would not 
apply to users. q 


In this photo provided by the Montana Governor’s Office, Republican Gov. Greg Gianforte signs 
a law banning TikTok in the state, Wednesday, May 17, 2023, in Helena, Mont. 


Associated Press 


TikTok content creators file lawsuit against Montana 
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BEIJING (AP) — Echoing the 
crackdown on freedoms in 
neighboring Hong Kong, the 
former Portuguese colony of 
Macao has revised its legal 
system to face “new ad- 
verse challenges in terms 
of national security.” The 
government of the tiny en- 
clave, heavily dependent 
on its gambling industry, 
said changes to the Law 
on Safeguarding National 
Security were needed as an 
upgrade to legislation first 
enacted in 2009, a decade 
after Macao’s handover to 
Chinese rule. 
“As the country presently 
faces new adverse chal- 
lenges in terms of national 
security, the revision of 
Macao’s Law on Safe- 
guarding National Secu- 
rity is a compulsory step to 
respond effectively to risks 
and threats,” the govern- 


ment said. It gave no de- 
tails of the changes passed 
Thursday by the special ad- 
ministrative region’s rubber- 
stamp legislature. 
However, the Global Times 
newspaper published by 
China’s ruling Communist 
Party said Friday that the 
changes target espionage, 


“foreign interference” and 
Taiwan independence sup- 
porters. It also expands the 
definition of crimes such as 
abetting and supporting in- 
surrection and the prepara- 
tion or intent to commit such 
criminal acts, according to 
the newspaper. 
Such changes especially 


the inclusion of foreign in- 
fluence, which has been 
loosely defined and broad- 
ly applied in Hong Kong to 
include any contact with 
a foreign political or civil 
rights entity would tighten 
Beijing’s control and bring 
Macao’s legal system in 
closer alignment with that 
of mainland China’s. 
Unlike former British colony 
Hong Kong, which saw 
months of sometimes violent 
anti-government protests in 
2019 that led to a sweep- 
ing crackdown, Macao has 
shown little taste for chal- 
lenging Beijing’s authority. 
Most of its 686,000 people 
are recent migrants from the 
mainland and appear will- 
ing to accept heavy-hand- 
ed party control as long as 
its casinos continue to draw 
customers, mainly from Chi- 
na. Both Macao and Hong 


Kong, which returned to 
Chinese rule in 1997, were 
promised they would re- 
tain their unique political, 
social and economic free- 
doms for 50 years. In Beijing, 
the Cabinet’s Hong Kong 
and Macao Affairs Office 
praised the legislation’s pas- 
sage, saying the “constantly 
evolving and intricate inter- 
national environment pres- 
ents new challenges for 
safeguarding national se- 
curity in both regions.” 
Meanwhile, Hong Kong re- 
moved books related to 
the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown and certain po- 
litical figures from its libraries, 
further shrinking the city’s 
freedoms. The city’s leader 
said Thursday that public 
libraries would not recom- 
mend books featuring un- 
defined “bad ideologies” 
to residents. q 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Rus- 
sian branch of the environ- 
mental group Greenpeace 
on Friday announced it 
would close after the au- 
thorities declared Green- 
peace International to be 
an undesirable organiza- 
tion. 
A statement from the na- 
tional prosecutor-general’s 
office said it had deter- 
mined that Greenpeace 
posed “a threat to the 
foundations of the consti- 
tutional order and security 
of the Russian Federation” 
and pointed in particular to 
the conflict in Ukraine. 
“Since the beginning of the 
special military operation 
of the Russian Federation 
to demilitarize and denazify 
Ukraine, Greenpeace ac- 
tivists have been engaged 
in 
anti-Russian 
propa- 
ganda, calling for further 
economic isolation of our 
country and tougher sanc- 
tions,” it said. 
But Greenpeace’s Russian 
office said, “We are sure 
that the declaration of 
Greenpeace International 
as an undesirable organiza- 
tion is due precisely to the 
fact that we tried to pre- 
vent the implementation of 
plans that are destructive 


to nature and in many cas- 
es did it successfully. 
“This decision makes it il- 
legal for any Greenpeace 
activity to continue in Rus- 
sia. Therefore, the Russian 
branch of Greenpeace is 
forced to close,” it said on 
its website. 
Amsterdam-based Green- 
peace International said 
it had no immediate com- 
ment. 


Since 
launching 
the 
Ukraine operation in Febru- 
ary 2022, the Russian gov- 
ernment 
has 
intensified 
its crackdown on dissent 
and toughened legislation 
against critics. 
The authorities have me- 
thodically targeted people 
and organizations critical 
of the Kremlin, branding 
many as “foreign agents”, 
declaring some as “unde- 


sirable” and prosecuting 
those found to have dis- 
credited the military. 
The dissident former mayor 
of 
Russia’s 
fourth-largest 
city was found guilty Friday 
of such discrediting, but 
avoided a prison sentence. 
Yevgeny Roizman, 60, a 
sharp critic of the Kremlin, 
is one of the most visible 
and charismatic opposi- 
tion figures in Russia. He 


enjoyed broad popularity 
while serving as mayor of 
Yekaterinburg, a city of 1.5 
million people in the Ural 
Mountains. 
Roizman, who was mayor 
from 2013 to 2018, was 
arrested last August on 
charges 
of 
discrediting 
the Russian military, under 
a new law adopted after 
Moscow sent troops into 
Ukraine. Prosecutors at the 
time singled out a video 
broadcast Roizman made 
in July 2022 in which he criti- 
cized Russia’s intervention. 
Last year, Russian courts 
repeatedly fined Roizman 
on similar charges in an ad- 
ministrative court. 
Under the law, repeat of- 
fenses can be tried in a 
criminal court. 
While the charge of dis- 
crediting the Russian mili- 
tary could carry a prison 
sentence, a Yekaterinburg 
court on Friday instead 
fined Roizman 260,000 ru- 
bles ($3250), in line with a 
request made the day be- 
fore by the prosecution. 
The ex-mayor told report- 
ers Friday that he didn’t 
plan to appeal the verdict, 
which he described as “an 
acquittal in the current 
conditions.” q 


Yevgeny Roizman, former mayor of Russia’s fourth-largest city, sits in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, 
Russia, Friday, May 19, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Russia targets Greenpeace in crackdown on dissent but Kremlin 
critic Roizman avoids prison 


In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, policemen 
perform a flag raising ceremony in Macao, Dec. 20, 2021, 
marking the 22nd anniversary of the former Portuguese colony’s 
handover to Chinese rule. 


Associated Press 


Macao further restricts political freedoms with revisions to law 
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By BABAR DOGAR 
Associated Press 
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — 
Pakistan’s 
former 
Prime 
Minister Imran Khan dialed 
down his campaign of de- 
fiance on Friday, saying 
he would allow a police 
search of his home over al- 
legations that he was har- 
boring suspects wanted in 
recent violence during an- 
ti-government protests by 
his supporters. 
Khan, who is facing about 
100 legal cases against 
him, also appeared before 
a court in his hometown of 
Lahore to seek protection 
from arrest in multiple ter- 
rorism cases that authori- 
ties have raised against 
the country’s top opposi- 
tion leader. He also con- 
demned days of violence 
in which his supporters at- 
tacked 
public 
property 
and military installations af- 
ter he was dragged out of 
a courtroom and arrested 
in a graft case in the capi- 
tal, Islamabad, last week. 
At least 10 people were 
killed in clashes between 
his supporters and police 
across the country. 


The rioting subsided only 
when Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court ordered Khan’s re- 
lease. Police sought Khan 
on 
charges 
of 
inciting 
supporters of his Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf 
party 
to 
violence. He denies the 
allegation, saying he was 
in the custody of the Na- 


tional Accountability Bu- 
reau in a graft case when 
the clashes erupted. Khan 
appeared conciliatory as 
he appeared before an 
anti-terrorism court in La- 
hore, the provincial capi- 
tal of Punjab. The judge 
granted 
him 
protection 
from arrest in three ter- 


rorisms cases until early in 
June. “Yes, I condemn it,” 
Khan told reporters at the 
Lahore court, speaking of 
the rampage. “There is no 
Pakistani who will not con- 
demn the violence.” After 
Khan’s release from arrest 
last week and return to La- 
hore, police surrounded his 


home, alleging that he was 
sheltering in his upscale 
residence of Zaman Park 
between 30 to 40 suspects 
linked to the violence. Po- 
lice, who have some 300 
officers deployed around 
Khan’s compound, threat- 
ened to raid the premises 
unless the suspects were 
handed over. The stand- 
off was resolved with an 
agreement for the police 
to search the home. Khan’s 
party claimed police failed 
to find any suspects there. 
Hours later, Khan told re- 
porters at his home that he 
will cooperate with the po- 
lice in arresting those linked 
to the attacks on military 
installations. But he showed 
no sign of backing down 
from his drive to force elec- 
tions and return to power. 
“We will win the next elec- 
tions even without launch- 
ing any campaign,” he 
said, claiming his party still 
enjoyed mass popular sup- 
port. Since last week, small 
rallies in solidarity with the 
military have been held 
around the country de- 
nouncing attacks by Khan’s 
supporters. q 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ico’s Supreme Court ruled 
Thursday the government 
cannot simply decree tour- 
ist trains or other public 
work projects to be issues 
of “national security,” but 
hours later President Andrés 


Manuel 
López 
Obrador 
published a similar order in 
defiance of the decision. 
The order handed down by 
high court was the latest in 
a string of legal setbacks 
for the president who has 
sought to broaden the dis- 


cretionary powers of the 
presidency. The court said 
deeming public works proj- 
ects to be matters of “na- 
tional security” violates the 
public’s right to information 
about such works. 
López Obrador has tried 
to rush through some of 
his pet programs, includ- 
ing the Maya Train tourism 
project in the Yucatan Pen- 
insula, by exempting them 
from normal permitting and 
public reporting, claiming it 
is vital to national security. 
And just hours after the 
Supreme Court ruled, the 
president published an or- 
der in the Official Gazette 
of the Federation putting a 
similar approach into force 
for projects, including the 
Maya Train. 
It was unclear whether 
Thursday’s ruling involved 
only the public’s right to 
get information on spend- 


ing, costs and other data 
on such projects, or wheth- 
er it also repeals the fast- 
track permitting process. 
The court is scheduled to 
discuss and vote on the full 
range and implications of 
the ruling Monday. 
Even more uncertain was 
the effect of the president’s 
reinstatement of the “na- 
tional security” designation 
hours later. In addition to 
the Maya Train, his new de- 
cree covers an economic 
corridor that will cross the 
narrowest part of the coun- 
try, the Isthmus of Tehuan- 
tepec, and several airports 
in that southeast area. 
López Obrador is already 
angry at the court for throw- 
ing out some of his planned 
electoral reforms, and has 
called for a change to 
make the Supreme Court 
an elected body. At pres- 
ent, slates of potential jus- 


tices are suggested by the 
president, but elected by 
the Senate. 
In July, López Obrador’s 
government invoked na- 
tional security powers to 
forge ahead with a tourist 
train along the Caribbean 
coast that threatens exten- 
sive caves where some of 
the oldest human remains 
in North America have 
been discovered. 
López Obrador is racing to 
finish the Maya Train project 
in the remaining two years 
of his term amid objections 
of environmentalists, cave 
divers and archaeologists. 
The 
government 
had 
paused 
the 
project 
in 
2022 after activists won a 
court 
injunction 
against 
the route, because it cut 
a swath through the jungle 
for tracks without previously 
filing an environmental im- 
pact statement.q 


Former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, arrives to appear before a court in Lahore, Pakistan, 
Friday, May 19, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Pakistan’s Imran Khan allows police search of home for suspects 


Rogelio Jiménez Pons, director of Fonatur, points to a map of a 
planned tourist train line through the Yucatan Peninsula known 
as the Maya Train, during an interview in Mexico City, March 
18, 2019. 


Associated Press 


Mexico leader defiant after high court rules tourist train, other 
works not national security issues 
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The CCCA Foundation announced their 
“I’m an Artist” (Mi ta un Artista) musical 


(Oranjestad)—The Zenge- 
nue Theater Club from the 
CCCA 
Foundation 
(Cre- 
ate and Conserve Culture 
& Art in Aruba), under the 
leadership of Mr. Ferdinand 
Franca, will be presented 
on their new musical “I’m 
an Artist” 2nd and 4th of 
June 2023. France, who 
is also directing the play, 
shares a bit about the mu- 
sical, its themes and the 
message behind it. 


“I’m an Artist” is dedicated 
to Samantha Westera Jup- 
pa, director of the dance 
school Club di Movimiento 
and Sonja Geevers, direc- 
tor of dance school Step 
by Step. 


Franca is an art teacher at 
Ceque College high school 
and is a theater director. 
Last year, he directed the 
musical called “Plant To- 
day, 
Harvest 
Tomorrow” 
(Planta awe, Cosecha Ma- 


ñan), which he put togeth- 
er with the help of the Maria 
College high school in con- 
nection with the school’s 
80th anniversary. Due to 
the overwhelming success 
of this project, Franca de- 
cided to continue to pro- 
duce and direct musical in 
Papiamento. 


With the musical “Plant To- 
day, Harvest Tomorrow”, 
France achieved in cap- 
turing the interest of young 
people to join the theatri- 
cal arts. This year, they will 
be presented their new 
musical “I’m an Artist.” 
The play consists of a cast 
of 50 young people and 
15 young actors. In terms 
of the dance sequences, 
Franca explained that he 
invited the Club di Mov- 
imiento dance school, the 
Kids and Youth in Action 
dance group and a group 
of young dancers under 
the direction of Jason West- 


er and Shaindra Ashby. 


The musical consists of two 
acts. Act 1 reflects the 
dreams and wishes of Fran- 
cine to become a dancer. 
Her journey is met with dif- 
ferent obstacles. Her fairy 
godparents are there to 
motivate her and to help 
her fight for her dream. Act 
2 reflects the inner battles 
of Francine to achieve her 
dreams and become the 
person she wishes so much 
to become. 


“Both acts touch on the 
themes of desire, going 
after your passions, not 
giving up, thinking clearly 
and having an open heart, 
among other. The musical 
contains various genres of 
music, innovative theater 
techniques, modern dance 
and visual arts. It is a hu- 
moristic and magical work 
of art, which invites the au- 
dience to take something 


from it,” Franca stated. 


The CCCA Foundation has 
the goal to prepare young 
children and adults for the 
theatrical arts, so that they 
can conserve the art and 
culture of Aruba. This is the 
foundation’s second musi- 
cal, and there will be many 
more in the future. The 
Foundation is also investi- 
gating, documenting and 
publicizing all that is art and 
culture on the island. 


A ticket for “I’m an Artist” 
is 25 florins and is available 
at Cas di Cultura and Pla- 
za Bookshop in the down 


town area. You can also 
call +297 7309696 to ask for 
a ticket or for more infor- 
mation. 


“We wanted to thank Un- 
oca, the Department of 
Culture, BK Consult and 
Mixed 
Media 
for 
their 
amazing support in making 
this musical a reality. We 
would also like to thank the 
parents and students who 
are participating. We invite 
all children and adult to be 
a part of our musical show- 
case and support our local 
talent. They are the ones 
that will become our future 
artists,” Franca Finalized.q 


Bucuti & Tara named among the few best hotel in the 
world in Travel + Leisure’ list 


(Oranjestad)—Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort was 
recently named among the best hotels in the 
world according to Travel + Leisure. The resort 
exclusive to adults is the only hotel on the island 
that was named in the 2023 T+L 500 list. 


This good news came from Mr. Jacqui Gifford, 
who is the main editor at Travel + Leisure, and 
this was announced globally back in April: “I’m 
very happy to share with the Bucuti & Tara 
Beach Resort that they has been acknowl- 
edged as one of the 500 best hotel on earth in 
our new edition of T+L 500.” 


Each year, readers of Travel + Leisure—the big- 
gest travel magazine in the U.S., with an audi- 
ence of 36 million reader—vote for their favorite 
destination, hotel, resort and more, in the mag- 
azine’s survey of World’s Best Awards. Based 
on the results from 2022, the T+L 500 list of 2023 
acknowledges the best hotel around the world 
in a prestigious directory categorized by geo- 
graphic regions and ordered alphabetically. 


This list serves as a reliable source for billions of 
enthusiastic travelers. “On behalf of all of us at 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, we feel honored to 


be recognized once again by one of the most 
reliable travel guide, namely Travel + Leisure,” 
Ewald Biemans, owner/CEO of Bucuti & Tara 
Beach Resort, expressed. “Offering a personal 
and luxurious vacation for our guests and taking 
care of our island and the planet at the same 
time is our passion.” 


The complete list will appear in the May edition 
of Travel + Leisure and on Apple News+, with 
a published announcement on www.trave- 
landleisure.come q 
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The Chaz Model & Talent School celebrates its 25th anniversary 


(Oranjestad) - During a re- 
union between the models 
of The Chaz Model & Talent 
School, the Prime Minister 
Evelyn Wever-Croes took 
the opportunity to extend a 
recognition to the director 
Ms. Chastity Kock-Hodge 
to celebrate the 25th anni- 
versary of her modeling and 
talent school. 


Chastity, or Chas as every- 
one knows her by, is not un- 
known in the Aruban world 
of modeling. With modeling 
always being her passion, 
she decided at a relatively 
young age to start giving 
classes to kids and teens. 
After the immense interest 
the parents showed, Chas 
made the decision to ex- 


pand on this and introduc- 
ing a dance class as well 
as preparation for Carnival 
Queens. For years, Chastity 
worked with passion and 
dedicated herself to enter- 
taining our community with 
her spectacular shows. Her 
love for the youth and the 
need to help kids who are 
special, she opened the 


doors to include kids with 
special needs in her dance 
and modeling groups. 


Today, The Chaz Model 
& Talent School is a well 
known 
school 
that 
not 
only offers local shows but 
also sends representatives 
to participate in different 
tournaments and interna- 


tional modeling competi- 
tions, which during the last 
years have achieved vari- 
ous titles. This year The Chaz 
Model & Talent School is 
celebrating 25 years in ex- 
istence and will celebrate 
this with an illustrious show 
in november. 


The Prime Minister in the 
name of the government of 
Aruba presented Ms. Chas- 
tity Kock-Hodge with a rec- 
ognition for her excellence 
and her 25 years of dedica- 
tion and professionalism in 
the world of modeling, sing- 
ing and dance both nation- 
ally and internationally. The 
Prime Minister also thanked 
Ms Chastity for the beauti- 
ful work that she has been 
doing and for helping the 
youth develop their poten- 
tial and achieve greatness 
on international runways.q 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently recognized 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. Presenting the Am- 
bassadors with the Good- 
will certificate as a token 
of appreciation. 


The honoring certification 
program is granted to am- 
bassadors, to recognize, 
the loyalty, friendships, and 
visits to Aruba. For consec- 
utively choosing Aruba as 
their preferred vacation 
destination 
each 
year. 
The Honoring certification 
program has three levels, 
which are divided accord- 
ing to the number of con- 
secutive years visiting the 
island of Aruba. 


Honoring Levels: 
Distinguished 
Ambassa- 
dors: 10> years 
Goodwill 
Ambassadors: 
20> years 
Emerald Ambassadors: 35> 
years 


Honoree were: 
Goodwill Ambassadors 20> 
years: 


Don Caruso & Linda Calim- 
eri residents of New York, 
United States (have been 
visiting Aruba for 27 years 
consecutively). 


Ms. Olga Ruiz representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity, and members of the Divi 
Village Golf & Beach Resort 


bestowed the certification 
of the Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The honorees were 
presented with the official 
certificate, and with mem- 
orable gifts. 


On behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Aruba, we would 
like to express our gratitude 
and appreciation to all the 
Ambassadors for making 
Aruba their preferred vaca- 
tion destination for so many 


years. We are so thankful to 
have had such wonderful 
Ambassadors as our visitors 
after all these years! Aru- 
ba is unquestionably their 
home away from home!q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored loyal visitors at Divi 
Aruba All Inclusive Resort 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently recognized 
Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. Presenting the 
Ambassadors with the Goodwill certificate as a to- 
ken of appreciation. 


The honoring certification program is granted to 
ambassadors, to recognize, the loyalty, friendships, 
and visits to Aruba. For consecutively choosing 
Aruba as their preferred vacation destination each 
year. The Honoring certification program has three 
levels, which are divided according to the number 
of consecutive years visiting the island of Aruba. 


Honoring Levels: 
Distinguished Ambassadors: 10> years 
Goodwill Ambassadors: 20> years 
Emerald Ambassadors: 35> years 


Honoree were: 
Goodwill Ambassadors 20> years: 


John & Cindi Sylvester residents of Maine, United 
States (have been visiting Aruba for 22 years con- 
secutively). 


Ms. Olga Ruiz representing the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, and members of the Divi Aruba All Inclusive 
Resort bestowed the certification of the Ambassa- 
dors of Aruba. The honorees were presented with 
the official certificate, and with memorable gifts. 


On behalf of the Government of Aruba, we would 
like to express our gratitude and appreciation to all 
the Ambassadors for making Aruba their preferred 
vacation destination for so many years. We are so 
thankful to have had such wonderful Ambassadors 
as our visitors after all these years! Aruba is unques- 
tionably their home away from home! 


According to Honorees these are the top reasons 
for returning to Aruba: 
Mr. & Mrs. Sylvester reasons: 
Aruba’s perfect weather 
Aruba’s friendly people 
The beautiful beaches and sunsets 
Aruba’s low crime rate 
Sun and Funq 
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Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost: Aruban fruits and vegetables 


Fresh fruits make a tropical holiday’s picture complete. 
Whether you see the mangoes hanging in the trees or 
the fresh fruit cocktail on the side table of your pool bed, 
the link is there: you are in the tropics. Aruba grows her 
own fruits and veggies and there are some pretty out-of- 
space local species you may never had heard of, but re- 
ally healthy and delicious. 


Mispel 
This is a fruit with a character (5-10 cm/2-4 inches). It does 
not ripe until it is picked or falls off the tree. Mispel is hard 
with a sandpaper like texture when immature, soft and 
juicy when ripe. It's technically a berry, but contains a skin 
similar to that of a kiwi. It's grainy and sweet, with a light, 
musky flavor. The sap or gum from the tree is also a source 
of 'chicle' the original ingredient used to make chewing 
gum. Rich in tannins, antioxidants shown to contain anti- 
inflammatory compounds, and vitamin C, essential for 
healthy immune function. Season: year- round. 


Kenepa 
Ovoid green fruit that grows in bunches 
on trees up to 30m high. The fruit is relat- 
ed to the lychee and have tight, thin but 
rigid skins. Inside the skin is the tart, tangy, 
or sweet pulp of the fruit covering a large 
seed. The pulp is usually cream or orange 
colored. Kenepa strengthens the immune 
system, and prevents the reproduction of 
bacteria and viruses in the body. This fruit 
is highly recommended to treat lung in- 
fections and urinary tract infections. It also 
helps to cure insomnia and rejuvenates 
the nervous system. Season: the fruit typi- 
cally ripen during the summer. 


Druif 
There is no chance you did not bump into 
one of the sea grape trees while spending 
your vacation on Aruba. The sea grape 
plant is often used in ocean-side land- 
scaping in sandy soil right on the beach 
and it produces clusters of fruit that resem- 
ble grapes. Are sea grapes edible? Yes, 
they are. Animals enjoy sea grapes and 
humans can eat them as well, and they 
are used to make jam. They contain very 
low calories and sugar, enabling good 
bacterium to digest food and excrete 
waste quickly which is effective in prevent- 
ing constipation. Season: Sep-Oct. 


Shimarucu 
Maybe Aruba’s most popular wild fruit tree. 
You may have noticed cars at the side of 
the road and people picking those red 
berries. Well, that’s Shimarucu. The local 
habit to stop for these delicious fruits goes 
from generation to generation. Its fruit’s 
degree of sour depends on the amount of 
rain it gets. Red Shimarucus tend to taste 
better than orange. The fruit has super 
power: a true vitamin bomb. Adults only 
need to eat 3-4 of these berries to meet 
their daily recommended amount of Vita- 
min C. Season: Rainy months (Oct-Jan). 


Tamarind 
A delicious, sweet fruit that has a wide va- 
riety of uses and applications, both for me- 
dicinal and culinary purposes. It is a medi- 
um-sized bushy tree with evergreen leaves 
and fruit that develops in pods character- 
ized by long, brown shells. Inside is a sticky, 
fleshy, juicy pulp, which is the Tamarind 
fruit. Both sweet and sour in taste, the fruit 
contains a significant level of vitamin C, 
as well as vitamin E, B vitamins, calcium, 
iron, phosphorous, potassium, manga- 
nese, and dietary fiber. There are also a 
number of organic compounds that make 
tamarind a powerful antioxidant and anti- 
inflammatory agent. Season: March.q 
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Sabrina Sonensein presents her workshop on self-love 
“There is nothing better than healing the mind and body” 


(Oranjestad)—Sabrina So- 
nensein has been a psy- 
chologist cince 2008, with 
a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in clinical psychol- 
ogy. With this, she hosted 
carious kinds of workshops, 
but when it comes to self- 
love, Sonensein expressed 
that this a first for her. 


Sabrina recognizing within 
herself and other people 
the tendency to always 
go the extra mile for oth- 
ers, while going as far as ig- 
noring our own needs: “To 
give yourself the same time 
and dedication means to 
love yourself just as much,” 
she stated. The same thing 
is true in terms of empathy, 
according to her; People 
are more inclined to have 
compassion for others but 
rarely for ourselves. 
Often times, people think 
that self-love means doing 
your hair, or treating your- 
self to a drink or a spa-ap- 
pointment, “but self-love 
is much more than that. It 
is accepting ourselves for 
the good and the bad. It’s 
accepting our body, lov- 
ing ourselves fully and pri- 
oritizing ourselves more.” 
For Sonensein, it’s not only 
important for adults to 
know their own value and 
own it, but she think it’s also 
crucial for young people 
and kids to learn the same 
thing: “If we don’t cultivate 
self-love from a young age 
and teach our children this, 
in the future they will also 
struggle self-love and self- 
acceptance. Then comes 
the bullying, the negative 
perspective of their own 
body, the low-esteem and 
more. It’s important for 
children to learn they are 
worth much more than 
what they think,” Sonen- 
sein pointed out. 
For this reason, she thought 
it would be a great idea 
to host a workshop on self- 
love, to not only explain 
what it is, but to also dem- 
onstrate how to practice 
it: “Some people may say 
it’s selfish or that it’s narcis- 
sistic, but it really isn’t. The 
importance of someone 
knowing their worth is so 
that they could love and 
value someone else fully,” 


she explained. 
She also mentioned the 
problem 
of 
generation 
mindset and trauma, which 
often time are not even of 
the person themselves. For 
this, Sonensein pointed out 
that it is important for peo- 
ple to be able to look in the 
mirror, accept and recog- 
nize what they can work 
on and have more com- 
passion to those in your 
family that maybe was 
never able to be aware of 
themselves: “you have to 
look at yourself in the mirror 
and acknowledge your es- 
sence. There is nothing bet- 
ter than healing the mind 
and body, and to be able 
to look in the mirror and say 
‘I love you’.” 
This is why she wants to 
teach people that when 
you create an affirmation 
for yourself, you have to 
believe in it and it has to 
be something that comes 
from yourself, that is impor- 
tant to you. This is how you 
heal and this is how you 
become aware that things 
do indeed get better,” she 
said. 


Her workshop takes place 
on May 27th at BAZ-RRR 
Gallery, in the vicinity of the 
Harbor House Aruba start- 
ing from 9:30am to 1pm. 
The cost of this workshop 
is 85 florins. Those that may 
be interested could get 
more information on the 


Facebook 
page 
‘Mind- 
ful Love Aruba’ or through 
Sonensein’s e-mail at sjso- 
nens@gmail.com. 
“I love you, but I love me 
more” are the work that 
Samantha wants to focus 
on in her workshop, so that 
people can start to ac- 
knowledge that self-love 
does indeed exist and is 
something very valuable 
that everyone has within 
themselves. 
She gave the example that 
on Aruba, there are many 
people that go through a 
lot and end up not loving 
themselves or do not have 
the same compassion for 
themselves as they have 
for others. 


“Often times we want to 
do things for other people. 
As a mother or father, we 
want to sacrifice every- 
thing for our children and 
our family, but how about 
we also focus on ourselves? 
This way we can grow into 
a better person. I noticed 
that is lacking within our 
culture, because we think 
that self-care equals self- 
love, but the former is only 
temporary, and is just one 
factor. Sleeping well and 
choosing the right friends 
are also forms of self-love. 
There is nothing better than 
to be honest with ourselves 
for ourselves, for the better 
version of ourselves,” So- 
nensein finalized. q 
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By OLIVIA CHEN 
of NerdWallet 
Eight states have adopted 
pay transparency laws, in- 
cluding California and New 
York, with several more 
considering 
legislation. 
Much of the buzz around 
these laws has been re- 
garding large corporations 
and their employees, but 
how do small businesses 
fit into the picture? Here’s 
what you need to know. 
WHO MUST COMPLY 
In the states and several 
localities that have pay 
transparency 
laws, 
em- 
ployer requirements vary 
based on number of em- 
ployees. For example, in 
Washington 
state, 
busi- 
nesses with 15 or more em- 
ployees must disclose pay 
information in job postings, 
whereas in New York, the 
number is four or more. If 
you are a company look- 
ing to source remote talent 
from any state that is sub- 
ject to laws, you must also 
include a pay range even 
if your company isn’t locat- 
ed in that state. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU 
DON’T COMPLY 
Monetary 
penalties, 
as- 
sessed per violation or per 
job posting, can range 
from hundreds to several 
thousands of dollars and 
are currently only assessed 
against companies that 
have been reported by a 
candidate. 
Penalties may be assessed 
right away or 30 days after 
a complaint is filed, if the 
company hasn’t rectified 
the issue during that time, 
according to Lulu Seikaly, 
senior corporate attorney 
at Payscale, a company 
that helps businesses with 
compensation 
manage- 
ment. Small-business own- 
ers may also consider oth- 
er costs of not complying, 


In this June 15, 2018, file photo, cash is fanned out from a wallet 
in North Andover, Mass. 
Associated Press 


Pay Transparency Laws: What Small 
Businesses Need to Know 


such as damage to repu- 
tation, employee retention 
or 
recruiting, 
especially 
for businesses in industries 
that target younger can- 
didates. For example, ac- 
cording to a recent study 
from Adobe, 85% of recent 
and upcoming graduates 
say they are more likely to 
pass on a job application 
if the posting doesn’t in- 
clude salary information. 
HOW 
SMALL 
BUSINESSES 
CAN COMPLY 
As it currently stands, com- 
panies 
subject 
to 
pay 
transparency 
laws 
must 
post a “good faith” salary 
range, meaning a range 
that they reasonably ex- 
pect they will pay for the 
role but that can still be ne- 
gotiated in either direction 
based on the candidate. If 
you don’t typically post job 
openings, your obligation 
to provide transparent pay 
information is upon request 
by a candidate or current 
employee, according to 
Marina Vitek, a mentor at 
the Coachella Valley, Cali- 
fornia, chapter of SCORE, 
a nonprofit that offers free 
resources to small-business 
owners. Whether you are 
a local cafe with a five- 
person staff or a consult- 


ing firm with 80 employ- 
ees, it’s prudent to take 
inventory of your internal 
pay structure before post- 
ing any salary information 
to avoid conflict with cur- 
rent employees. However, 
this process doesn’t have 
to be complicated, says 
Jim Emanuel, a human re- 
sources knowledge advisor 
at the Society for Human 
Resource Management. 
Keep up-to-date informa- 
tion like hire date, previous 
performance review rat- 
ings and pay increases in a 
spreadsheet to reference 
when making hiring deci- 
sions. 
If you use payroll or HR 
software, this data can be 
even easier to gather. “I 
think for smaller businesses 
it’s just about pulling data,” 
Emanuel says. “It doesn’t 
have to be fancy.” 
BENEFITS AND COMPLICA- 
TIONS OF PAY TRANSPAR- 
ENCY FOR SMALL BUSI- 
NESSES 
While pay transparency 
can help businesses move 
toward pay equity, it also 
raises concerns for some 
small businesses which 
often pay less than larger 
corporations 
that 
they 
won’t be able to attract 
good employees. 
Businesses may be tempt- 
ed to instead opt to le- 
verage referrals or reach 
out to candidates direct- 
ly, resulting in less diverse 
candidate pools, said Jen 
L’Estrange, founder and 
managing director of Red 
Clover, a human resources 
management 
consulting 
firm, in an email.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central: tel. 585 1965 
Seroe Preto : tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


By MARÍA VERZA 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ico’s 
Popocatepetl 
vol- 
cano rumbled to life again 
this week, belching out 
towering clouds of ash that 
forced 11 villages to can- 
cel school sessions. 
The residents weren’t the 
only ones keeping a close 
eye on the towering peak. 
Every time there is a sigh, tic 
or heave in Popocatepetl, 
there are dozens of scien- 
tists, a network of sensors 
and cameras, and a room- 
ful of powerful equipment 
watching its every move. 
The 17,797-foot (5,426-me- 
ter) volcano, known affec- 
tionately as “El Popo,” has 
been spewing toxic fumes, 
ash and lumps of incan- 
descent rock persistently 
for almost 30 years, since 
it awakened from a long 
slumber in 1994. 
The volcano is 45 miles 
(72 kilometers) southeast 
of Mexico City, but looms 
much closer to the eastern 
fringes of the metropolitan 
area of 22 million people. 
The city also faces threats 
from earthquakes and sink- 
ing soil, but the volcano 
is the most visible poten- 
tial danger and the most 
closely watched. A severe 
eruption could cut off air 
traffic, or smother the city 
in clouds of choking ash. 
Ringed around its summit 
are six cameras, a ther- 
mal imaging device and 
12 seismological monitor- 
ing stations that operate 
24 hours a day, all report- 
ing back to an equipment- 
filled command center in 
Mexico City. 
A total of 13 scientists from 


A plume of ash and steam rises from the Popocatepetl volcano, as seen from Mexico City, 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019. 
Associated Press 


Threatening 22M people, Mexico’s Popocatepetl is a 
very closely watched volcano 


a multidisciplinary team 
take turns staffing the com- 
mand center around the 
clock. Being able to warn 
of an impending ash cloud 
is key, because people 
can take precautions. Un- 
like earthquakes, warning 
times can be longer for the 
volcano and in general the 
peak is more predictable. 
On a recent day, research- 
er Paulino Alonso made 
the rounds, checking the 
readings at the command 
center run by Mexico’s 
National Disaster Preven- 
tion Center, known by its 
initials as Cenapred. It is a 
complex task that involves 
seismographs that mea- 
sure the volcano’s internal 
trembling, which could in- 
dicate hot rock and gas 
moving up the vents in the 
peak. 
Monitoring gases in nearby 
springs and at the peak 
and wind patterns that 


help determine where the 
ash could be blown also 
play a role. 
The forces inside are so 
great that they can tem- 
porarily deform the peak, 
so cameras and sensors 
must 
monitor 
the 
very 
shape of the volcano. 
How do you explain all of 
this to 25 million non-ex- 
perts living within a 62-mile 
(100-kilometer) radius who 
have grown so used to liv- 
ing near the volcano? 
Authorities came up with 
the simple idea of a vol- 
cano “stoplight” with three 
colors: green for safety, 
yellow for alert and red for 
danger. 
For most of the years since 
the stoplight was intro- 
duced, it has been stuck 
at some stage of “yellow.” 
The mountain sometimes 
quiets down, but not for 
long. It seldom shoots up 
molten lava: instead it’s 


more the “explosive” type, 
showering out hot rocks 
that tumble down its flanks 
and emitting bursts of gas 
and ash. 
The center also has moni- 
tors in other states; Mexico 
is a country all too familiar 
with natural disasters. 
For 
example, 
Mexico’s 
earthquake early alert sys- 
tem is also based at the 
command 
center. 
Be- 
cause the city’s soil is so soft 
it was built on a former lake 
bed a quake hundreds of 
miles away on the Pacific 
coast can cause huge 
destruction in the capital, 
as happened in 1985 and 
2017. 
A system of seismic moni- 
tors along the coast sends 
messages that race faster 
than the quake’s shock 
waves. Once the sirens 
start blaring, it can give 
Mexico City residents up 
to half a minute to get 
to safety, usually on the 
streets outside.q 
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By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Bob Baf- 
fert is back at the Preakness 
for his first Triple Crown race 
in two years, returning from 
a suspension and looking 
for a record-breaking win 
with National Treasure. 
The white-haired Hall of 
Fame trainer and one of 
the faces of horse racing 
was in a familiar spot out- 
side the stakes barn at Pim- 
lico Race Course on Friday 
morning. National Treasure 
is his first horse at the Preak- 
ness since 2021 with Medina 
Spirit, whose disqualification 
that year after winning the 
Kentucky Derby for failing a 
drug test caused Baffert to 
be barred from the sport’s 
best-known race since. “We 
love it here: It’s very low 
key, and they treat you re- 
ally well,” Baffert said. “It’s 
laid-back, chill, you’ve got 
a Derby winner, so every- 
body’s excited about the 


Derby winner. The Preak- 
ness is about coming here, 
having fun and they want to 
see the Derby winner run.” 
Baffert was not eligible to 
enter a horse in the Preak- 
ness or Belmont last year 
because of a 90-day sus- 
pension in Kentucky that 
Maryland and New York 
honored. “We just keep on 
moving forward,” Baffert 
said of his return from sus- 
pension. “We have other 
horses to worry about. A lot 
of it is noise, so you keep 
the noise out and continue 
working, stay busy.” 
Staying busy could mean 
plenty of winning this week- 
end. National Treasure is 
Derby champion Mage’s 
top challenger in the Preak- 
ness, and Baffert has three 
favorites in other big races: 
filly Faiza in the $300,000 
Black-Eyed Susan Stakes, 
Havnameltdown 
in 
the 
$200,000 Chick Lang and 
Arabian Lion in the $100,000 


Sir Barton. 
“You bring ‘em, you hope 
they win,” Baffert said. “It’s 
good to be involved in 
these races. Our whole op- 
eration is to play at the top 
level to play at this level. 
All my clients like to play at 
this level so if you can come 
here and win those races, 
they’re exciting to win on 
the big days.” 
The biggest race of the 
weekend is the $1.65 million 
Preakness, which Baffert 
and 19th-century trainer R. 
Wyndham Walden each 
have won seven times.q 
Baffert said he has “never 
been one to think about 
records. I just like to enjoy it 
and have good horses and 
compete.” 
Baffert has brought a lot of 
good horses to Baltimore 
during his career. 
He did not come to Pimlico 
two years ago, leaving long- 
time assistant Jimmy Barnes 
to saddle Medina Spirit in an 


effort not to be a distraction 
after word emerged that 
the horse had tested posi- 
tive at Churchill Downs for 
a medication that was not 
allowed on race day. Me- 
dina Spirit was allowed to 
run in the Preakness with ad- 
ditional testing procedures 
and finished third. 
Baffert-trained 
Authen- 
tic finished second in the 
Preakness run in October 
with no fans in 2020 after 
winning the Derby. He most 
recently won the Preakness 


in 2018 with Justify, who 
went on to become horse 
racing’s 13th Triple Crown 
champion. 
This time, he said Mage 
— who won the Derby at 
odds of 15-1 — is the horse 
to beat. Baffert’s just happy 
to be here. 
“We’re just here to be a 
part of it and hopefully get 
a piece of it or all of it or 
whatever,” he said. “We 
love Pimlico. It’s basically 
the only time I eat crab- 
cakes all year.”q 


CRANS-MONTANA, 
Swit- 
zerland (AP) — Einer Ru- 
bio won a shortened and 
weather-affected 
13th 
stage of the Giro d’Italia for 


his first victory in a Grand 
Tour while Geraint Thomas 
remained in the pink jersey 
on Friday. 
Rubio, who rides for Mo- 


vistar, had time to raise 
an arm above his head 
and point to the sky as he 
crossed the line just ahead 
of fellow escapees Thibaut 
Pinot and Jefferson Alexan- 
der Cepeda. They sprinted 
for victory after a tough 
climb to the summit finish at 
Crans-Montana. 
“A big day that I was look- 
ing for by working very 
hard,” 
Rubio 
said. 
“It’s 
been difficult with the bad 
weather. But I had to keep 
going. I knew that Pinot 
was very strong. I had to fin- 
ish with him and play it well 
tactically. 
“It will take time for me to 
realize that I won a stage 
of the Giro d’Italia. I didn’t 
believe I’d do it.” 
The route had already 
been changed earlier in 
the week when the top of 
the Passo del Gran San Ber- 
nardo was cut because of 
snowfall and a risk of ava- 
lanches. 
On Friday morning, it was 
announced that that climb 
would be removed com- 
pletely because of adverse 
weather in Italy, and the 


riders would instead start 
past the halfway point and 
the stage slashed from 199 
kilometers to 80 kilometers. 
Race organizers said they 
“decided to meet the ath- 
letes’ requests by applying 
the extreme weather pro- 
tocol.” 
That saw the riders set off 
at the original start in Bor- 
gofranco d’Ivrea but, im- 
mediately after the neutral 
zone, they got off their bi- 
cycles and onto team bus- 
es which took them to the 
new start in Switzerland, at 
the foot of the brutal climb 
up Croix de Couer. 
When the day’s racing 
eventually started, Pinot 
immediately 
attacked 
and he was followed by 
Cepeda, Rubio and Derek 
Gee. 
They had an advantage of 
nearly two minutes on the 
overall leaders when they 
crossed the snow-covered 
summit of the Croix de 
Couer and extended that 
to nearly three minutes at 
the foot of the final climb. 
Pinot and Cepeda took 
turns to attack near the top 


of the climb but Rubio qui- 
etly stuck with them before 
accelerating in the final 
few hundred meters. 
The main contenders for the 
overall title rolled across 1 
minute, 35 seconds behind. 
Thomas 
remained 
two 
seconds ahead of Primož 
Roglič and 22 ahead of 
João Almeida. 
“We stayed calm when a 
small group went in the first 
climb,” Thomas said. “We 
stayed in control with Ben 
Swift and Pavel Sivakov set- 
ting the pace. Great ride 
by them. 
“The way it went at the end 
made it quite hard to at- 
tack. But Primoz is probably 
happy to leave me in the 
maglia rosa for a few more 
days. 
I expect something more 
from him next week.” 
Saturday’s 14th stage has 
a top-category climb near 
the start in Sierre but after 
the descent is then almost 
entirely flat on the rest of 
the 193-kilometer route to 
Cassano Magnago. 
The Giro ends in Rome on 
May 28.q 


Bob Baffert, center, owner of Preakness Stakes entrant National 
Treasure, walks near the stables ahead of the 148th running of 
the Preakness Stakes horse race at Pimlico Race Course, Friday, 
May 19, 2023, in Baltimore. 
Associated Press 


Bob Baffert is back at the Preakness, 
his first Triple Crown race in 2 years 


Colombia’s Einer Rubio Reyes celebrates winning the 13rd stage 
of the Giro D’Italia, tour of Italy cycling race, from Borgofranco 
D’Ivrea to Crans Montana, Friday, May 19, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Rubio wins much-altered 13th stage, Thomas stays in Giro lead 
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By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
Pro Football Hall of Famer 
Jim Brown, the unstop- 
pable running back who 
retired at the peak of his 
brilliant career to become 
an actor as well as a promi- 
nent civil rights advocate 
during the 1960s, has died. 
He was 87. 
A spokeswoman for Brown’s 
family said he passed away 
peacefully in his Los Ange- 
les home on Thursday night 
with his wife, Monique, by 
his side. 
One of the greatest players 
in football history and one 
of the game’s first super- 
stars, Brown was chosen the 
NFL’s Most Valuable Player 
in 1965 and shattered the 
league’s record books in a 
short career spanning 1957- 
65. 
Brown led the Cleveland 
Browns to their last NFL title 
in 1964 before retiring in his 
prime after the ‘65 season 
to become an actor. He 
appeared in more than 30 
films, including “Any Given 
Sunday” and “The Dirty 
Dozen.” 
An 
unstoppable 
runner 
with power, speed and 
endurance, Brown’s arrival 
sparked the game’s bur- 
geoning popularity on tele- 
vision. 
As Black Americans fought 
for equality, Brown used his 
platform and voice to ad- 
vance their cause. 
In 1967, Brown organized 
a meeting in Cleveland 
of the nation’s top Black 
athletes, including Bill Rus- 
sell and Lew Alcindor, who 
later became Kareem Ab- 
dul-Jabbar, to support box- 
er Muhammad Ali’s fight 
against the war in Vietnam. 
In later years, he worked to 
curb gang violence in LA 
and founded Amer-I-Can, 
a program to help disad- 
vantaged inner-city youth 
and ex-convicts. 
On the field, there was no 
one like Brown, who would 
blast 
through 
would-be 
tacklers, refusing to let one 
man take him down be- 
fore sprinting away from 
linebackers and defensive 
backs. He was also famous 
for using a stiff arm to shed 
defenders in the open field 
or push them away like 
they were rag dolls. 


“My arms were like my 
protectors and weapons,” 
Brown said during an inter- 
view with NFL Films. 
Indeed, Brown was unlike 
any back before him, and 
some feel there has never 
been anyone better than 
Cleveland’s 
incompara- 
ble No. 32. At 6-foot-2, 230 
pounds, he was dominant, 
relentless and without mer- 
cy, his highlight reels featur- 
ing runs around and right 
through opponents, fight- 
ing for every yard, dragging 
multiple defenders along or 
finding holes where none 
seemed to exist. 
After Brown was tackled, 
he’d slowly rise and walk 
even more slowly back to 
the huddle then dominate 
the defense when he got 
the ball again. 
Off the field, Brown was a 
contentious character. 
While he had a soft spot 
for those in need, and his 
generosity changed lives, 
he also was arrested a 
half-dozen times, mostly on 
charges of hitting women. 
In June 1999, Brown’s wife, 
Monique, called 911, say- 
ing Brown had smashed 
her car with a shovel and 
threatened to kill her. Dur- 
ing 
the 
trial, 
Monique 
Brown recanted. Jim Brown 
was acquitted of a charge 
of domestic threats but 
convicted of misdemeanor 
vandalism. The Los Angeles 
judge sentenced Brown to 
six months in jail when he 


refused to attend domestic 
violence counseling. 
He also feuded with Browns 
coach Paul Brown and 
later with the team’s man- 
agement, 
although 
he 
played his entire career 
with Cleveland. 
When his playing days end- 
ed, Brown set off for Holly- 
wood and eventually set- 
tled there. Brown advised 
Cleveland coach Blanton 
Collier of his retirement 
while the team was in train- 
ing camp and he was on 
the set of “The Dirty Dozen” 
in England. 
Among 
his 
films 
were 
“100 
Rifles,” 
“Mars 
At- 
tacks!” Spike Lee’s “He 
Got Game,” Oliver Stone’s 
“Any Given Sunday,” and 
the satire “I’m Gonna Git 
You Sucka,” in which he 
parodied the blaxploitation 
genre. In 2002, Brown was 
the subject of Lee’s HBO 
documentary “Jim Brown: 
All-American.” 
In recent years, Brown’s re- 
lationship with the Browns 
was inconsistent. He served 
as an adviser to owner 
Randy 
Lerner 
and 
was 
hired to counsel the team’s 
younger players. However, 
in 2010, Brown parted ways 
with the team after hav- 
ing his role reduced by in- 
coming 
team 
president 
Mike Holmgren. Brown felt 
slighted by the perceived 
demotion when the club 
unveiled a “Ring of Honor” 
inside its downtown sta- 


dium, Brown didn’t attend 
the ceremony in protest. 
Brown was an eight-time 
All-Pro and went to the Pro 
Bowl in each of his nine 
years in the league. When 
Brown walked away from 
the game at age 30, he 
held the league’s records 
for 
yards 
(12,312) 
and 
touchdowns (126). 
And despite his bruising 
style, Browns never missed 
a game, playing in 118 
straight. 
“He told me, ‘Make sure 
when anyone tackles you 
he remembers how much 
it hurts,’” said Hall of Fame 
tight end John Mackey. 
“He lived by that philoso- 
phy and I always followed 
that advice.” 
A two-sport star at Syracuse 
some say he is the best la- 
crosse player in NCAA his- 
tory Brown endured count- 
less racist taunts while play- 
ing at the virtually all-white 
school at the time. Still, he 
was an All-American in 
both sports, leading the na- 
tion in scoring, and lettered 
in basketball. 
Brown was the sixth overall 
pick of the 1957 draft, join- 
ing a team that routinely 
played for the title. He was 
the Offensive Rookie of the 
Year that season. 
Running behind an offen- 
sive line featuring Hall of 
Fame tackles Lou Groza 
and 
Mike 
McCormack, 
Brown set a league mark 
with 1,527 yards and scored 


17 TDs on his way to the 
league’s Most Outstanding 
Player award a precursor 
to the MVP in 1958. Over 
the next three seasons, he 
never ran for less than 1,257 
yards before picking up just 
996 in 1962. 
He led the NFL in rush- 
ing eight times, gaining a 
career-best 
1,863 
yards 
in 1963. He averaged 104 
yards per game, scored 
106 rushing touchdowns 
and averaged an aston- 
ishing 5.2 yards per carry. 
A dangerous receiver as 
well, Brown finished with 
262 catches for 2,499 yards 
and another 20 TDs. 
“I’ve said many times, and 
I will always say, Jim Brown 
is the best,” Hall of Fame 
running back Gale Sayers 
once said, “and he will still 
be the best long after all his 
records are broken.” 
Packers great Paul Hor- 
nung felt Brown was un- 
stoppable. 
“Give me Jim Brown over 
anybody at anything,” he 
said. Brown’s No. 32 was 
retired by the Browns in 
‘71, the same year he en- 
tered the Hall of Fame. But 
he rarely visited Cleveland 
during the 1970s and ‘80s. 
He and Cleveland owner 
Art Modell were at odds 
over his sudden retirement; 
the two later patched up 
their differences and re- 
mained good friends. 
Brown supported Modell’s 
decision to move Cleve- 
land’s franchise to Balti- 
more in 1995. It was both 
a reflection of his loyalty to 
Modell and another sign of 
his fierce independence. 
Brown was one of the few 
former Browns players not 
angry with Modell for mov- 
ing the team. “They have 
grown up in a different 
era,” former Browns coach 
Romeo Crennel said. “He’s 
one of the greatest players 
in NFL history and what he 
was able to accomplish in 
his time was tremendous. I 
don’t know that anybody 
could do what he did, the 
way he did it, under the cir- 
cumstances that he had to 
operate and the things that 
he had to endure. And for 
him to go out on top, that’s 
something that not many 
guys are able to appreci- 
ate either.” q 


Jim Brown is introduced before the inaugural Pro Football Hall of Fame Fan Fest Friday, May 2, 
2014, at the International Exposition Center in Cleveland. 


Associated Press 


All-time NFL great running back, social activist Jim Brown dead at 87 


